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Heol Billingsley 
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Caerdydd/Cardiff 
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Mae Ymddiriedolaeth GIG Prifysgol Felindre yn hapus i dderbyn gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg neu’r Saesneg. 
Velindre University NHS Trust is happy to receive communication in Welsh or English. 

Date: 20th February 2026 
Ref: CORP 25/26 - 207 

Dear xxx 

Freedom of Information/Environmental Information Regulations request: Dormice and the 
European Protected Species Licences (EPSL) (CORP 25/26 - 207) 

Thank you for your request for information which the Trust received on 9th December 2025. We 
apologise for the delay in response. 

Your Request: 

1. A copy of the NRW Monitoring Report Form (related to the Dormice EPSL) that was submitted
to NRW for the deadline of 31 October 2025.

2. A copy of the Nest-box data collected under the licence that has been submitted for the
deadline of 1st December 2025 to the National Dormouse Monitoring Programme.

3. A copy of any maps/documentation that are held on the location of the dormouse receptor
sites i) initially established in October 2023 and ii) their most recent location.

4. A copy of any maps that are held of where dormice have been found on the site since October
2023 and where they have been moved to.

5. A copy of any written procedure for moving dormice to an alternative location.
6. A copy of any plan or written documentation that exists to deal with dormice numbers in

excess of 25.
7. Documentation or correspondence related to the selection of the Longwood site for dormouse

compensation habitat.

Please find the Trust’s response below: 

1. A copy of the NRW Monitoring Report Form (related to the Dormice EPSL) that was
submitted to NRW for the deadline of 31 October 2025.

Please see Monitoring Report Form – Appendix 1

2. A copy of the Nest-box data collected under the licence that has been submitted for the
deadline of 1st December 2025 to the National Dormouse Monitoring Programme.

Nest box data for 2024 has been submitted, however no nest boxes checks were undertaken
during 2025. This is in accordance with the agreed monitoring schedule.
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3. A copy of any maps/documentation that are held on the location of the dormouse receptor 

sites i) initially established in October 2023 and ii) their most recent location.  
 
Please see Mitigation Plan - Appendix 2. Figure 4a: this Figure provides the location of the pre-
Site Clearance nest boxes to which Dormice are relocated following a find. 
 

4. A copy of any maps that are held of where dormice have been found on the site since 
October 2023 and where they have been moved to.  
 
Please see dormouse capture and release map – Appendix 3. We have developed this from the 
GPS co-ordinated data from site, collected during the October 2023 clearance activities. Where 
Dormice have been displaced to Receptor nest boxes, this is shown.  
 

5. A copy of any written procedure for moving dormice to an alternative location.  
 

Please see Dormouse License Method Statement (V08) - Section E.1 – Appendix 4. 
 
6. A copy of any plan or written documentation that exists to deal with dormice numbers in 

excess of 25. 
 

Please see License S0912647/8, Condition 6 – Appendix 5 
 
7. Documentation or correspondence related to the selection of the Longwood site for 

dormouse compensation habitat. 
 

Please see email correspondence provided showing discussions between Velindre, RSK 
Biocensus and Cardiff Council regarding the area known as 'the Bowl' – Appendix 6. 
 
During these discussions a number of potential areas were considered which did not prove 
suitable.  
 
An area adjacent to Long Wood Drive was then proposed where Cherry Laurel was locally 
abundant and its clearance was part of Cardiff Council's long-term management objectives.  
 
This area was visited by all 3 parties on 9th December 2025, and the outcome of this meeting 
was followed up in correspondence dated 10th December 2025 – Appendix 7. 
 
This area was proposed to NRW in early 2025. Following comments from NRW, the works area 
was expanded to include additional areas of enhancement.  
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These proposals were agreed up with NRW and Cardiff Council and incorporated into the 
dormouse licence. These enhancement works aim to remove non-native species from the area, 
reduce shading from trees and create a dense understorey through the planting of new woody 
species of value to dormice (and other species).  
 
The Trust has a legal obligation to comply with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the retained 
EU GDPR 679/2016 (known as UK GDPR). The Trust has redacted names and contact details, 
applying an Absolute Exemption under Section 40(1) and (2)(a) of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 and redacted names and contact details. which states: 
(1) Any information to which a request for information relates is exempt information if it 

constitutes personal data of which the applicant is the data subject. 
(2) Any information to which a request for information relates is also exempt information if— 

(a) it constitutes personal data which does not fall within subsection (1) 
 
I trust this answers your request for information, however, should you not be satisfied with the 
information supplied or the process of supplying it, you have a right to complain and request a review. 
Please note that you must submit a request for a review within 40 days of the date of this letter. 
 
You should forward your complaint to: 
 

Mr Ian Bevan via FOI.VUNHST@wales.nhs.uk   
Head of Information Governance 
Velindre University NHS Trust 
2, Charnwood Court 
Heol Billingsley 
Parc Nantgarw 
Cardiff 
CF15 7QZ 
 

Should you wish to take your complaint further, if you are still unhappy with the decision after 
review, you can contact the: 
  

Information Commissioner's Office - Wales  
2nd Floor, 
Churchill House, 
Churchill Way, 
Cardiff, 
CF10 2HH 
Telephone: 0330 414 6421 
email: wales@ico.org.uk  

https://velindre.nhs.wales/
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Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Non Gwilym 
Interim Director of Corporate Governance  
Velindre University NHS Trust 
2 Charnwood Court 
Heol Billingsley 
Parc Nantgarw 
Cardiff 
CF15 7QZ 
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Template Monitoring Report Form  
 
This template Monitoring Report Form is to be completed in line with required monitoring conditions which are 
included in your European Protected Species Licence. The information given in this form will be used to determine 
the impact of the development on the favourable conservation status of the species concerned (Regulation 55(9) 
(b) of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017) and the success or failures of the mitigation 
which has been constructed for both compensation and enhancement of the site for the species which the licence 
was granted. It must be prepared by a professional consultant ecologist or other suitably qualified person. 

 
 
Species Permitting Team, Natural Resources Wales, Maes-y-Ffynnon, Penrhosgarnedd, Bangor, 
Gwynedd, LL57 2DW. 
Telephone: 03000 653 000 
Email: specieslicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 
Ebost: trwyddedrhywogaeth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
Online: http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/?lang=en 
 

 
YOUR LOCAL BIOLOGICAL RECORDS CENTRE  
Natural Resources Wales strongly advises all biological data associated with this licence is shared with 
your Local Biological Records Centre.  It is vital you upload data to help meet our shared conservation 
objectives and help inform future surveys and licence applications. Please contact your local records centre directly 
via the website www.lrcwales.org.uk  
 
Please confirm the records associated with this licence have been sent to the local records centre by ticking this 
box.   
 

 

 
  

EPS Licence Reference Number: S092647-8 

List all species included on the licence: Hazel Dormouse 

Full Site Address: 
Land to the north-west of Whitchurch Hospital Playing 
Fields, Velindre Cancer Centre, Cardiff, CF14 7ED. 

  

Completed By:  
 
 

RSK Biocensus 
The Old School, Stillhouse Lane 
BS3 4EB 
Bristol 
 

Date of this report:  

mailto:specieslicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
mailto:trwyddedrhywogaeth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/protected-species-licensing/?lang=en
http://www.lrcwales.org.uk/
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Background and Supporting Information 

 

A Background Information 

 

 

 

A2.  Briefly list other relevant information 

 None 

 

C.  Surveys undertaken to inform this monitoring report 

  
 Habitat monitoring and condition assessments  
 
No nest box monitoring conducted during 2025 as set out in the project’s timetable (presented in 
Section E). 

 
C.1 Field survey(s).  

 
 
Habitat monitoring undertaken in June and September 2025 of all areas on the site: main site, 
southwest corner, western end and eastern end. Monitoring carried out using asssessment table 
as stated in method statement, see habitat monitoring report for further details.  Surveys where 
lead by Daniel Tackie (dormouse licenced surveyor: S095605/1) with assistance from Matt Rossiter 
(assistant ecologists).  
 
Limitations 
 
No significant constraints experienced 

 

Type of pre-licence survey(s) 
carried out 

Date/s Result 

Dormouse nest tube survey 26/11/2024 Dormouse nest (unoccupied) in 
nest tube) 

Licensed vegetation clearance 28/11/2024 Inactive winter nest found during 
winter vegetation clearance 
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C.2 Survey results  
Summarise survey results and include appropriate supporting information (Eg. tables and clear, 
annotated, and cross-referenced maps/plans/photographs). Append the raw data. 
 

 
C.3.  Alternative submission of results 

Please see accompanying monitoring report for further details of habitat monitoring results.  
 

 
Survey and Site Assessment 
 
D  Conclusions and Recommendations 

 
D.1  Conclusions 

 
Main (construction) Site 
Construction works underway and areas of retained dormouse habitat remain on periphery.  
 
Habitat creation and planting currently restricted to translocated trees until winter 2026/27 following 
the completion of the construction phase. Declining or failed translocated trees noted in north 
section of the site, to be replaced this winter (2025/26).  
 
Translocated trees in the south section of the site have taken well and appear to be in good health. 
 
Reduction of Himalayan balsam recorded across the site. The plant remains present in retained 
areas of habitat on periphery of the site. These areas require further measures to remove and 
control Himalayan Balsam. 
 
Western End 
Thinning of canopy trees and coppicing of others has resulted in more light penetrating through the 
understory and ground layers. Woodland regeneration already underway either through seed bank, 
saplings and coppiced stools, and through planting stock.  
 
Planting in and around bowl has established well and show good signs of growth.  Ongoing 
management of bracken required next (final) year.  
 
Translocation of planting from the bowl to Logwood Drive and other enhancement areas be carried 
out this winter (2025/26). 
 
Reductions in INNS recorded both in the railway corridor and both areas; however, stands of 
Himalayan balsam remain amongst bracken which require ongoing management. 
 
Removal of sycamore saplings, where they have become locally abundant and likely to  
supress planted stock and regeneration of other native species. 
 
 

Type of monitoring survey(s) 
carried out 

Date/s Result 

Assessment of woodland and 
scrub management for dormice 
across main site, eastern end, 
western end and southwest 
corner. 

July and September 2025 Habitat management 
prescriptions being followed and 
habitat is establishing and 
becoming suitable for dormice.   

Remaining planting to be 
completed this winter (2025/26) 
across all enhancement areas. 

Ongoing requirement for habitat 
management works and removal 
of INNS (see below). 
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Eastern End 
Overall, the planting of the football pitch and area adjacent to the cricket has survived well despite 
the hot weather. Evidence of stress noted on planted yew. Vandalism adjacent to housing estate 
has occurred which requires replanting this winter (2025/26). 
 
The area was replanted during winter 2024/25 of previously failed stock therefore, ongoing 
monitoring is required. 
 
Ongoing management of woodland area to be carried out targeting areas of dense ash and 
sycamore trees, with the aim of opening-up the dense canopy layer and increasing structural 
diversity. Planting of nursery stock to be undertaken in created gaps. 
 
Southwest Corner 
Habitat creation and enhancement works are underway, due to be completed this winter (2025/26) 
following initial enhancement planting and ground remediation. The site will need to be secured 
due to ongoing disturbance through members of the public accessing the site through gaps in 
fencing and setting up tents using trees adjacent to dormouse boxes. 
 
The area was replanted during winter 2024/25 of previously failed stock therefore, ongoing 
monitoring is required. 
 
Ongoing management of grassland during summer months needed for next 2 years (minimum), to 
prevent grassland from out competing nursery stock. 
 
Commencement of woodland management, i.e. thinning and coppicing of willows and birch, to 
provide added benefits to habitat by creating a mixture of age classes and diverse structure. 
 
Significant reduction in INNS noted, through the removal of Himalayan balsam, buddleia, cherry 
laurel, Japanese rose, bamboo and ornamental varieties of dogwood and honeysuckle. Wild tulip 
tree remains present on site which is an undesirable non-native. Buddleia and cherry laurel 
regeneration from coppiced stools noted in certain areas, requiring ongoing management and 
control. 
 

D.3  Recommendations 
See above and accompanying report 
  

E  Timetable of Further Monitoring  

   

  Schedule of dormouse population and monitoring results provide in the table below 
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F  References 

RSK Biocensus (2025a) New Velindre Cancer Centre – Habitat Management Plan (Rev 04) Project 
ref. 2484566. A technical report prepared on behalf of Sacyr Ltd & Velindre University NHS Trust. 

RSK Biocensus (2025b) New Velindre Cancer Centre (NVCC) – EPS Development Licence – 
Dormouse Method Statement (Version 08) Project ref. 2484566. A technical report prepared on 
behalf of Sacyr Ltd & Velindre University NHS Trust. 

G  Annexes 
  

Addition al information provided in RSK Biocensus (2025) New Velindre Cancer Centre – 
Dormouse Population and Habitat Monitoring Report (2025). 
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Extract from: 

Dormouse Licence Method Statement (V08), Section E.1 
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Extract from: 

Licence S092647/8 – Condition 6 
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creation (i.e. planting) or entering into a 30-year management cycle funded by the Trust.  NRW would 
prefer habitat creation but weren’t completely against this approach for the habitat management 
approach, but we would have to put the case forward. Are there are other sites of existing woodland 
which you think might be appropriate for habitat creation or entering into management for dormice?  The 
critical factor would be to make sure the works are of benefit to the local dormouse population.  
  
Regards 

  
  
  
  

                 
  

  
  

  
RSK Biocensus 
The Old School, Stillhouse Lane, Bedminster, Bristol, BS3 4EB 
  

 

  
Webpage: www.biocensus.co.uk 
  
From: >  
Sent: 09 September 2024 09:14 
To:  

 
Subject: the bowl 
  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 
  
Hi ,  
  
Lovely to meet you in person last week. Sorry I didn’t send this to you last week I just ran out of time. 
  
This was the original plans for our top meadow that were consulted on within the dormouse mitigation plans 
through the planning process. It was discussed and agreed with Justin and myself in advance as well as the trust 
and NRW. Its also what the Friends saw through the planning process. As you can see its somewhat different to 
what was put in place on site. I’m not sure how close we can get to this realistically but any improvements will be 
welcomed. 
  
Many Thanks 
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********************************************************************** 

The Council welcomes correspondence in Welsh, English or bilingually. We will ensure that we 
communicate with you in the language of your choice, as long as you let us know which you prefer. 
Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to delay. 

Privileged/Confidential Information may be contained in this message. If you are not the addressee 
indicated in this message (or responsible for delivery of the message to such person), you may not copy 
or deliver this message to anyone. In such case, you should destroy this message and kindly notify the 
sender by reply email. Please advise immediately if you or your employer does not consent to Internet 
email for messages of this kind. Opinions, conclusions and other information in this message that do not 
relate to the official business of the Council of the City and County of Cardiff shall be understood as 
neither given nor endorsed by it. All e-mail sent to or from this address will be processed by Cardiff 
County Councils Corporate E-mail system and may be subject to scrutiny by someone other than the 
addressee. 

********************************************************************** 

Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg, Saesneg neu’n ddwyieithog. Byddwn yn cyfathrebu â 
chi yn ôl eich dewis, dim ond i chi roi gwybod i ni pa un sydd well gennych. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn 
arwain at oedi. 

Mae'n bosibl bod gwybodaeth gyfrinachol yn y neges hon. Os na chyfeirir y neges atoch chi'n benodol 
(neu os nad ydych chi'n gyfrifol am drosglwyddo'r neges i'r person a enwir), yna ni chewch gopio na 
throsglwyddo'r neges. Mewn achos o'r fath, dylech ddinistrio'r neges a hysbysu'r anfonwr drwy e-bost ar 
unwaith. Rhowch wybod i'r anfonydd ar unwaith os nad ydych chi neu eich cyflogydd yn caniatau e-bost 
y Rhyngrwyd am negeseuon fel hon. Rhaid deall nad yw'r safbwyntiau, y casgliadau a'r wybodaeth arall 
yn y neges hon nad ydynt yn cyfeirio at fusnes swyddogol Cyngor Dinas a Sir Caerdydd yn cynrychioli 
barn y Cyngor Sir nad yn cael sel ei fendith. Caiff unrhyw negeseuon a anfonir at, neu o'r cyfeiriad e-bost 
hwn eu prosesu gan system E-bost Gorfforaethol Cyngor Sir Caerdydd a gallant gael eu harchwilio gan 
rywun heblaw'r person a enwir. 
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Following up on our site meeting yesterday, I have drafted the below text in relation to the proposed 
enhancement area in Long Wood. If we want to include this within the EPS licence amendment then I would 
like a decision this week (if possible) to allow a submission before the Christmas break. Having seen the site 
and discussed the area with yourself and , I feel the area would most benefit from the removal of cherry 
laurel, thinning of dense ash stands (northern end only), coppicing of existing hazel and field maple (and 
allowed to regenerate) and replanting with native species to create a dense understory of value to dormice 
and other species. Below is an appraisal of the area, what is likely to be required and rough timescales 
  
Long Wood Enhancement Area 

• Located on periphery of mixed broadleaved woodland, predominately comprising of ash, with locally 
frequent sweet chestnut, sycamore and beech. Other species present include birch, alder and field 
maple. Dense tree canopy layer present covering approx. 95% of the area. Dense stands of cherry 
laurel present along entire length, dominating approximately 60 % of understorey cover. Native 
species in the understorey largely lacking and limited to small patches of bramble, hazel and field 
maple covering 20%. Remaining 20% devoid of understory vegetation. Small areas of locally abundant 
(mature) hazel and field maple present in southern half. Patches of bramble occurring frequent across 
most of the area.  

• Length of proposed works approx. 316 m, varying in width (9 to 10 m) to provide 290 m2 (0.29 ha) of 
enhancement needed 

• Proposed enhancement measures to include  
o removal all cherry laurel (mature and young plants) from enhancement area. Mature stumps to 

remain in place and treated with stump/plug herbicide. Young plants (too small for herb 
treatment) to be unrooted and removed. Ongoing requirement to monitor and repeat herb 
treatments as required. 

o 10 % reduction of canopy cover in northern section by 10 %, targeting ash trees in decline with 
ash-dieback  

o Copping of mature hazel and field maple to encourage regeneration from stools 
o First phase: vegetation clearance to occur between 15 Sept to 31 October to prepare the site 

for replanting.  
o Vast majority of cut wood to be taken away, however scope to create habitat piles, 4 x habitat 

piles measuring up to 4 m in length and 1.5 m in height. Potential for creation of dead hedges, 
though no fragmentation issues identified  

o Second phase: replanting with native species to occur during winter 2025/26. Species list to be 
similar (or the same) as per existing specifications within EPS licence, to include native, 
understory species such as hazel (majority), hawthorn, blackthorn, field maple, oak, 
honeysuckle, elder and bramble 

• Some consideration will also be required for the “trail” which passes through /adjacent to the area 
within landscaping design plans, and the use of fencing to reduce access and damage to saplings. 

  
Should you have any extra feedback or comments please let me know 

  
  
Long Wood Enhancenet Area 





4

  

********************************************************************** 

The Council welcomes correspondence in Welsh, English or bilingually. We will ensure that we 
communicate with you in the language of your choice, as long as you let us know which you prefer. 
Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to delay. 

Privileged/Confidential Information may be contained in this message. If you are not the addressee 
indicated in this message (or responsible for delivery of the message to such person), you may not copy 
or deliver this message to anyone. In such case, you should destroy this message and kindly notify the 
sender by reply email. Please advise immediately if you or your employer does not consent to Internet 
email for messages of this kind. Opinions, conclusions and other information in this message that do not 
relate to the official business of the Council of the City and County of Cardiff shall be understood as 
neither given nor endorsed by it. All e-mail sent to or from this address will be processed by Cardiff 
County Councils Corporate E-mail system and may be subject to scrutiny by someone other than the 
addressee. 

********************************************************************** 

Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg, Saesneg neu’n ddwyieithog. Byddwn yn cyfathrebu â 
chi yn ôl eich dewis, dim ond i chi roi gwybod i ni pa un sydd well gennych. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn 
arwain at oedi. 

Mae'n bosibl bod gwybodaeth gyfrinachol yn y neges hon. Os na chyfeirir y neges atoch chi'n benodol 
(neu os nad ydych chi'n gyfrifol am drosglwyddo'r neges i'r person a enwir), yna ni chewch gopio na 
throsglwyddo'r neges. Mewn achos o'r fath, dylech ddinistrio'r neges a hysbysu'r anfonwr drwy e-bost ar 
unwaith. Rhowch wybod i'r anfonydd ar unwaith os nad ydych chi neu eich cyflogydd yn caniatau e-bost 
y Rhyngrwyd am negeseuon fel hon. Rhaid deall nad yw'r safbwyntiau, y casgliadau a'r wybodaeth arall 
yn y neges hon nad ydynt yn cyfeirio at fusnes swyddogol Cyngor Dinas a Sir Caerdydd yn cynrychioli 
barn y Cyngor Sir nad yn cael sel ei fendith. Caiff unrhyw negeseuon a anfonir at, neu o'r cyfeiriad e-bost 
hwn eu prosesu gan system E-bost Gorfforaethol Cyngor Sir Caerdydd a gallant gael eu harchwilio gan 
rywun heblaw'r person a enwir. 

********************************************************************** 
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