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Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your request for information relating to head and neck cancer treatments within Velindre, which we received on 12/07/2022.  

Your Request;

1. How many patients have been treated in the past 3 months for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma) with the following agents?
· Carboplatin (monotherapy or in combination with 5-FU)
· Cisplatin (monotherapy or in combination with 5-FU)
· Cetuximab with/without chemotherapy 
· Cetuximab with radiotherapy 
· Pembrolizumab monotherapy
· Pembrolizumab with chemotherapy
· Nivolumab 
· Docetaxel (monotherapy or in combination with 5-FU)
· Fluorouracil (5FU)
· Radiotherapy only
· Other
2. For the patients treated in the past 3 months for head and neck cancer (squamous cell carcinoma) with the therapies listed in the first question, please provide:
· Total number of head and neck cancer patients
· Number of locally advanced head and neck cancer patients
· Number of unresectable recurrent and/or metastatic head and neck cancer patients
3. Does your trust participate in any ongoing clinical trials for the treatment of head and neck cancer? If so, can you please provide the name of each trial along with the number of patients taking part?

Velindre University NHS Trust response;

Question 1 & 2

Velindre University NHS Trust is applying Section 12 Appropriate time limit to Questions 1 & 2 as we do not record this data in a format that enables us to retrieve information to the level of detail required to specifically answer this request. 

It is our estimation that to carry out this task the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit (prescribed hourly rate of £25 per hour). In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take a minimum of 18 hours to manually review the necessary information within our patient records. Therefore to obtain the data would work out at approximately 18 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £450.00.

In our duty to advise and assist you, then we would like to give you the option to revise your request so that it falls below the prescribed appropriate limit.

Question 3

Velindre University NHS Trust can confirm it holds the relevant information in relation to question 3 of your request as shown in the table below. Please note the Trust is applying Section 40 (2) personal information for part of question, this is to protect the confidentiality of the patients involved, we have not given precise patient figures where the number was fewer than five.

Section 40 – Personal Information  

Section 40 (2) of FOIA therefore applies as the release of the requested information within the public domain and in response to a FOIA request would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and it would be contrary to Data Protection law Principles and Conditions for the processing of personal data to disclose this information.

To place the Section 40 exemption into context then the definition of personal data means data which relate to a living individual who can be identified.

(a)          from those data, or
(b)          from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller

Because of the very low numbers involved in relation to the initial question then any further information requested would increase the likelihood of identification of that individual and so breach the Principles of Data Protection law.

This is an absolute exemption and so no public interest test applies.
 
	Site status
	Iras id
	Short title
	Total participants recruited

	Active
	223041
	Specta (eortc 1553) - screening cancer patients for efficient clinical trial access
	10

	Active
	161147
	Compare trial - phase iii randomised controlled trial comparing alternative regimens for escalating treatment of intermediate and high-risk oropharyngeal cancer
	15

	Active
	1003525
	Bo42533 - a phase ii, randomized, double-blind study of atezolizumab plus tiragolumab and atezolizumab plus placebo as first-line treatment in patients with recurrent/metastatic pd-l1 positive squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck.
	Section 40(2)

	Active
	237168
	Inovate - investigation of novel plasma human papilloma virus dna assay for treatment response estimation in head and neck cancer.
	Section 40(2)

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	84585
	De-escalate hpv -  determination of epidemal growth factor receptor-inhibitor (cetuximab) versus standard chemotherapy (cipsplatin) early and late toxicity events in human papillomavitus-positve oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma
	8

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	72777
	Ion - is ablation radio-active necessary for low risk differentiated thyroid cancer patients
	6

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	162637
	Merck (mk3475-040) - a phase iii randomized trial of mk-3475 (pembrolizumab) versus standard treatment in subjects with recurrent or metastatic head and neck cancer
	8

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	218036
	Checkmate 714 - a double-blind, randomized, two arm phase 2 study of nivolumab in combination with ipilimumab versus nivolumab in combination with ipilimumab placebo in recurrent ormetastatic squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck (scchn)
	Section 40(2)

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	188788
	Daiichi - u31287-a-u203: double blind phase 2 study of patritumab (u31287)
	0

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	237783
	Imvoke010 - a phase iii, multicenter, randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled study of atezolizumab (anti-pd-l1 antibody) as adjuvant therapy after definitive local therapy in patients with high-risk locally advanced squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck  
	Section 40(2)

	Closed to recruitment, in follow up
	163223
	Orca-2 - a phase i study of olaparib in addition to cisplatin-based concurrent chemoradiotherapy for patients with high risk locally advanced squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck (hnscc)
	7





I trust this answers your request for information, however, should you not be satisfied with the information supplied or the process of supplying it, you have a right to complain and request a review.  You should forward your complaint to:-

Mr Ian Bevan via FOI.VUNHST@wales.nhs.uk 
Head of Information Governance
Velindre University NHS Trust
2, Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc Nantgarw
Cardiff / Caerdydd
CF15 7QZ
Tel / Ffon - 029 20196161
 
Should you wish to take your complaint further, if you are still unhappy with the decision after review, you can contact the:-
 
Information Commissioner's Office - Wales 
2nd Floor,
Churchill House,
Churchill Way,
Cardiff,
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 0330 414 6421
email: wales@ico.org.uk

Yours sincerely


Lauren Fear
Director of Corporate Governance and Chief of Staff
Velindre University NHS Trust
2 Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc nantgarw
Cardiff
CF15 7QZ	
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Velindre University NHS Trust is happy to receive communication in Welsh or English.
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From: Claire Whiles (Velindre - Head of Organisational Development) <Claire.Whiles@wales.nhs.uk>
Sent: 10 August 2021 17:14
To: Kay Barrow (Velindre - Corporate Governance Manager) <Kay.Barrow @wales.nhs.uk>; Emma Stephens (Velindre - Head of Corporate Governance) <Emma.Stephens@wales.nhs.uk>

may reproduce materials in Welsh or bilingually,
and use the appropriate version of the disability
confident scheme identity on literature.

Braille, British Sign Language or audio
The symbol is predominantly a graphic device.
When producing documents in Braille, British
Sign Language or audio format, the following
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The disability confident scheme identity is .

I have not heard back from this email and therefore don’t have the Welsh Version of the logo. Ceri — sorry to drop this on you — would you have any idea where Emma and Kay can access this for the Trust
letterhead.

Apologies all - I'm signing off now until the 23" August.

Take care

available in a variety of computer graphics
formats, dependent on the publication media

Alternatively, specific file formats can be
emailed or posted to you on request from
disabilityconfident.scheme@dwp.gsi.gov.uk
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