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Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your request for information in relation to oesophageal and gastric cancer treatments at Velindre, which we received on 16/07/2021

Your Request and the Velindre University NHS Trust response is shown below;

I am researching the incidence and treatment of oesophageal and gastric cancer. I would greatly appreciate if you could answer the following questions.

Q1. Does your trust treat the following conditions? 
· Advanced oesophageal cancer - Yes
· Advanced gastric cancer - Yes
· In case you do not treat either of the above conditions, which other trust do you refer these patients to? – N/A
Q2. Please provide the total number of patients treated in the last 6 months for 
The below figures are provided for patients that have had contact with Velindre Cancer Centre in the last 6 months (Jan 21 to July 21. This will include patients that have had outpatient appointment which may or may not have received a form of treatment. This cannot be identified without manual review of the patient notes. 

With respect to the Trust response, and where the Trust has decided that some of the information that is held and is applicable to your request, cannot be disclosed. The information that we have withheld falls under the following exemption:

Section 12 - Requests where the cost of compliance exceeds the appropriate limit

We do not record this data in a format that enables us to retrieve information to the level of detail required to specifically answer this request. To accurately identify the patients, and the specifics requested about the patients, it would require manual intervention and a review of every patient note undertaken. Due to the volume of patients this would subsequently take the request over the prescribed appropriate fee limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.   

It is our estimation that to carry out this task the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit (prescribed hourly rate of £25 per hour). In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take a minimum of 20 hours to manually review the necessary information within our patient records. Therefore to obtain the data would work out at approximately 20 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £500.00.

In our duty to advise and assist you, then we would like to give you the option to revise your request so that it falls below the prescribed appropriate limit.

· Oesophageal cancer (any type) – 266 patients treated in the last 6 months 
· Oesophageal adenocarcinoma – The Trust is applying section 12 appropriate Time Limit to this section of the request.
· Oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma – The Trust is applying section 12 appropriate Time Limit to this section of the request.
· Unresectable oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma – The Trust is applying section 12 appropriate Time Limit to this section of the request.
· Gastric cancer (any type) – 61 patients treated in the last 6 months
· HER2 negative or HER2 untested gastric cancer – The Trust is applying section 12 appropriate Time Limit to this section of the request.

Q3. For oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma only, how many patients were treated in the past 6 months with: – The Trust is applying section 12 appropriate Time Limit to this section of the request.

· Platinum and Fluoropyrimidene based combination treatments (Cisplatin or Oxaliplatin with 5-Fluorouracil or Capecitabine) 
· Any other systemic anti-cancer therapy 
· Palliative care only 
Q4. For gastric cancer only, how many patients were treated in the past 6 months with: 
The below figures are provided for patients that have had contact with Velindre Cancer Centre in the last 6 months (Jan 21 to July 21. This will include patients that have had outpatient appointment which may or may not have received a form of treatment. This cannot be identified without manual review of the patient notes. 

Please note a patient may have treatment with both CapeOx and another SACT treatment, where this has happened they will be counted twice. 
· CapeOx (Capecitabine with Oxaliplatin) =  21 patients treated in the last 6 months
· FOLFOX (Folinic acid, Fluorouracil and Oxaliplatin)
· Any other systemic anti-cancer therapy  = 33 patients treated in the last 6 months
· Palliative care only – The Trust is applying section 12 appropriate Time Limit to this section of the request.

The current open studies are below:
Both oesophageal and gastric:
A Phase 3, Global, Multi-Center, Double-Blind, Randomized, Efficacy Study of Zolbetuximab (IMAB362) Plus CAPOX Compared with Placebo Plus CAPOX as First-line Treatment of Subjects with Claudin (CLDN) 18.2-Positive, HER2-Negative, Locally Advanced Unresectable or Metastatic Gastric or Gastroesophageal Junction (GEJ) Adenocarcinoma GLOW
PLATFORM Trial (PLAnning Treatment For Oesophago-Gastric Cancer: a Randomised Maintenance Therapy Trial
Oesophageal Cancer:
SCOPE2 - A randomised Phase II/III trial to study radiotherapy dose escalation in patients with oesophageal cancer treated with definitive chemo-radiation with an embedded Phase II trial for patients with a poor early response using positron emission tomography (PET)
CHARIOT: A phase I dose escalation safety study combining the ATR inhibitor M6620 (Berzosertib) with chemo radiotherapy in oesophageal cancer & other solid cancers using time to event continual reassessment method
Neuroendocrine:
A multi-centre, randomised, parallel group, open-label, phase II, single-stage selection trial of liposomal irinotecan (nal-IRI) and 5-fluorouracil (5-FU)/folinic acid or docetaxel as second-line therapy in patients with progressive poorly differentiated extra-pulmonary neuroendocrine carcinoma (NEC))
Additional studies where patients may still be receiving treatment:
Neo-AEGIS (NEO-adjuvant trial in Adenocarcinoma of the oEsophagus and oesophagoGastric junction International Study): Randomised Clinical Trial of neoadjuvant and adjuvant chemotherapy (Investigator’s choice Modified MAGIC or FLOT regimen) vs. neoadjuvant chemo radiation (CROSS protocol) in adenocarcinoma of the oesophagus and oesophago-gastric junction.
A Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, Phase 3 Clinical Study Comparing the Efficacy and Safety of Tislelizumab (BGB-A317) plus Platinum and Fluoropyrimidine Versus Placebo plus Platinum and Fluoropyrimidine as First-Line Treatment in Patients with Locally Advanced Unresectable or Metastatic Gastric or Gastroesophageal Junction Adenocarcinoma Protocol Identifier: BGB-A317-305






NUMBERS RECRUITED:
The following figures are for recruitment into the study and do not represent patients currently receiving treatment:

Velindre University NHS Trust can confirm it holds the relevant information in relation to this section of your request as shown below. Please note the Trust is applying Section 40 (2) personal information for part of your request, this is to protect the confidentiality of individuals involved, we have not given precise figures where the number was fewer than five, these are indicated by **.

We are unable to give you any further details because by doing so we would be breaching the data protection law rights of those individuals. 

Therefore, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, Velindre University NHS Trust is relying on the Section 40 exemption within the Act in order to protect the identity of those individuals as the exemption relates to personal information.

Scope 2                   = 32
PLATFORM             = 21
Net-02                      = ** Less than 5, The Trust is applying section 40 (2) personal identifiable data to this section of the request.
Chariot                     = 7
GLOW		= ** Less than 5, The Trust is applying section 40 (2) personal identifiable data to this section of the request.
BGB-A317-305	= ** Less than 5, The Trust is applying section 40 (2) personal identifiable data to this section of the request.
NeoAEGIS		= 7

Section 40 – Personal Information  

Section 40 (2) of FOIA therefore applies as the release of the requested information within the public domain and in response to a FOIA request would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and it would be contrary to Data Protection law Principles and Conditions for the processing of personal data to disclose this information.

To place the Section 40 exemption into context then the definition of personal data means data which relate to a living individual who can be identified.

(a)          from those data, or
(b)          from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller

Because of the very low numbers involved in relation to the question then any further information requested would increase the likelihood of identification of that individual and so breach the Principles of Data Protection law.

This is an absolute exemption and so no public interest test applies

I trust this answers your request for information, however, should you not be satisfied with the information supplied or the process of supplying it, you have a right to complain and request a review.  You should forward your complaint to:-

Mr Stuart Morris
Assistant Director of Informatics
Velindre NHS Trust
2, Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc Nantgarw
Cardiff / Caerdydd
CF15 7QZ
Tel / Ffon - 029 20196161
 
Should you wish to take your complaint further, if you are still unhappy with the decision after review, you can contact the:-
 
Information Commissioner's Office - Wales 
2nd Floor,
Churchill House,
Churchill Way,
Cardiff,
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 029 2067 8400
fax: 029 2067 8399
email: wales@ico.gsi.gov.uk

Yours sincerely

Julie Mann
Communication and Compliance officer
Velindre NHS Trust
2 Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc nantgarw
Cardiff
CF15 7QZ	
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