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Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your request for information in relation to Sexual orientation workforce data at Velindre, which we received on 09/07/21.  

Your Request; 

I would like to request under FOI the following data:
As at the 31st March 2021* total workforce in each AFC pay band, Medical and Exec/Non exec categories broken down by each of the following: 
Gay or lesbian 
Bisexual 
Heterosexual or straight 
Other not listed 
Undecided 
Did not disclose 
Not known 
Total 

2. For the Financial year 20/21 the  number of  applicants, the number shortlisted and the number appointed separately by:
Gay or lesbian 
Bisexual 
Heterosexual or straight 
Other not listed 
Undecided 
Did not disclose 
Not known 
Total 

3. For the financial year 20/21 the  number of leavers by:
Gay or lesbian 
Bisexual 
Heterosexual or straight 
Other not listed 
Undecided 
Did not disclose 
Not known 
Total 

Please provide data in Excel 
*note if you are not able to look at data for this date please take the data as of the date the request is received. 

Velindre University NHS Trust response is shown below;

I can advise that for Question 1 & 3 the Trust is applying Section 40 (2) personal identifiable information, this is to protect the confidentiality of individuals involved.  We are unable to give you any further details because by doing so we would be breaching the data protection law rights of those individuals. Whilst some of the figures are numbers higher than 5 which ordinarily would result in releasing these figures, there remains a risk that with the total figures being provided the data could be cut in a way that would mean low numbers are easily identified. 

Therefore, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, Velindre University NHS Trust is relying on the Section 40 exemption within the Act in order to protect the identity of those individuals as the exemption relates to personal information.

Section 40 (2) of FOIA therefore applies as the release of the requested information within the public domain and in response to a FOIA request would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and it would be contrary to Data Protection law Principles and Conditions for the processing of personal data to disclose this information.

To place the Section 40 exemption into context then the definition of personal data means data which relate to a living individual who can be identified.

(a)          from those data, or
(b)          from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller

Because of the very low numbers involved in relation to the initial question then any further information requested would increase the likelihood of identification of that individual and so breach the Principles of Data Protection law.

This is an absolute exemption and so no public interest test applies

Question 2 – The Trust does not hold this information, however under our duty to advice and assist, we can advise that this data can be obtained by sending your request to NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership (NWSSP) via shared.services@wales.nhs.uk
I trust this answers your request for information, however, should you not be satisfied with the information supplied or the process of supplying it, you have a right to complain and request a review.  You should forward your complaint to:-

Mr Stuart Morris
Chief Digital Officer
Velindre University NHS Trust
2, Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc Nantgarw
Cardiff / Caerdydd
CF15 7QZ
Tel / Ffon - 029 20196161
 
Should you wish to take your complaint further, if you are still unhappy with the decision after review, you can contact the:-
 
Information Commissioner's Office - Wales 
2nd Floor,
Churchill House,
Churchill Way,
Cardiff,
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 029 2067 8400
fax: 029 2067 8399
email: wales@ico.gsi.gov.uk

Yours sincerely




Julie Mann
Communication and Compliance officer
Velindre University NHS Trust
2 Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc nantgarw
Cardiff
CF15 7QZ	
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English
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