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Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your request for information in relation to drug treatments at Velindre, which we received on 18/02/21.  

Your Request and the Velindre University NHS Trust response is shown below

I would like to check if you could assist us with the answers to the following two questions about the usage of the drug Bevacizumab:
1. How many patients have been treated by your trust (for any medical condition) in the past 6 months with Bevacizumab? 37
2. Please provide the number of patients treated in the past 6 months with Bevacizumab for the following conditions:
 
· Colorectal cancer **
· Breast cancer **
· Renal cell carcinoma **
· Non-small cell lung cancer **
· Ovarian cancer (epithelial, fallopian tube or primary peritoneal) 28
· Carcinoma of the cervix **

Please note the Trust is applying Section 40 (2) personal information for part of your request, this is to protect the confidentiality of individuals involved, we have not given precise figures where the number was fewer than five. Such cases are indicated with an **.

We are unable to give you any further details because by doing so we would be breaching the data protection law rights of those individuals. 

Therefore, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, Velindre University NHS Trust is relying on the Section 40 exemption within the Act in order to protect the identity of those individuals as the exemption relates to personal information.

Section 40 (2) of FOIA therefore applies as the release of the requested information within the public domain and in response to a FOIA request would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and it would be contrary to Data Protection law Principles and Conditions for the processing of personal data to disclose this information.

To place the Section 40 exemption into context then the definition of personal data means data which relate to a living individual who can be identified.

(a)          from those data, or
(b)          from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller

Because of the very low numbers involved in relation to the initial question then any further information requested would increase the likelihood of identification of that individual and so breach the Principles of Data Protection law.

This is an absolute exemption and so no public interest test applies

I trust this answers your request for information, however, should you not be satisfied with the information supplied or the process of supplying it, you have a right to complain and request a review.  You should forward your complaint to:-

Mr Stuart Morris
Assistant Director of Informatics
Velindre University NHS Trust
2, Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc Nantgarw
Cardiff / Caerdydd
CF15 7QZ
Tel / Ffon - 029 20196161
 
Should you wish to take your complaint further, if you are still unhappy with the decision after review, you can contact the:-
 
Information Commissioner's Office - Wales 
2nd Floor,
Churchill House,
Churchill Way,
Cardiff,
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 029 2067 8400
fax: 029 2067 8399
email: wales@ico.gsi.gov.uk

Yours sincerely




Julie Mann
Communication and Compliance officer
Velindre University NHS Trust
2 Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc nantgarw
Cardiff
CF15 7QZ	
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English
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