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Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your request for information in relation to Melanoma Skin Cancer information at Velindre, which we received on 15/04/2021.  

Your Request and the Velindre University NHS Trust are shown below;

1.Within your NHS Trust could you confirm what ‘follow up regime’ you normally provide for newly diagnosed patients by Melanoma Stage (IA-IIC) and the number of years (1 to 5) the follow up continues for, in line with your clinical protocols? To help with completion we have inserted a table below. Or please provide back in excel if easier.

Patients with stage 1a to 2c ARE not generally followed up at the cancer centre and remain under the care of dermatology in Local Heath Boards. This is a population that does not generally receive any adjuvant therapy and hence reason for not following up at the cancer centre. Follow up for this group and in fact for all groups are as per BAD and National melanoma guidelines.

2.Could you please provide a copy of the latest service specification for your Melanoma skin cancer service at the Trust, which shows the care pathway that you provide? Normally found under ‘Schedule 2’ of the Standard contract in place, with your commissioner.

We are unclear what is meant by service specification, but a copy of the latest melanoma Site Specific Team (SST) review document is available that shows range of services, referral patterns etc. Essentially all non-surgical therapies are provided from the Cancer Centre with patients being referred to it via local and regional multi-disciplinary teams (MDTS). Cardiff and Newport are designated specialist skin MDTS and there is provision of local MDT in CWM Taf Morgannwg University Health Board. Velindre oncologists input into all of these mentioned MDT’s. 



3.Could you please confirm if you use any ‘send away dermatopathology services’ within your NHS Trust? A send away or referral service is one where the pathology work is contracted out to a third party laboratory.  Yes or No

Velindre do not routinely “send away” pathology services, pathological diagnosis is generally done at the Local Health Boards but some of the non routine diagnostic work eg cytology done at Velindre are sent away to Cardiff and Vale University Health Board for such services. 

4.Could you please confirm for your Trust in 2018/19, the following numbers of newly diagnosed Melanoma skin cancer patients and the number of these who have received a subsequent Sentinel Lymph Node biopsy by Melanoma Stage?

Initial diagnosis of melanoma is not performed at Velindre, they are done by dermatology in Local Health Board’s. Additionally data regarding sentinel node biopsy for melanoma should be obtained from Morriston Hospital which performs all of the SNB for melanoma in South Wales. Oncology is not generally involved in the initial pathway from melanoma diagnosis to sentinel node biopsy –dermatologists and plastic surgeons in Local Health Board’s are involved. 


I trust this answers your request for information, however, should you not be satisfied with the information supplied or the process of supplying it, you have a right to complain and request a review.  You should forward your complaint to:-

Mr Stuart Morris
Assistant Director of Informatics
Velindre University NHS Trust
2, Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc Nantgarw
Cardiff / Caerdydd
CF15 7QZ
Tel / Ffon - 029 20196161
 
Should you wish to take your complaint further, if you are still unhappy with the decision after review, you can contact the:-
 
Information Commissioner's Office - Wales 
2nd Floor,
Churchill House,
Churchill Way,
Cardiff,
CF10 2HH
Telephone: 029 2067 8400
fax: 029 2067 8399
email: wales@ico.gsi.gov.uk

Yours sincerely




Julie Mann
Communication and Compliance officer
Velindre University NHS Trust
2 Charnwood Court
Heol Billingsley
Parc nantgarw
Cardiff
CF15 7QZ	
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We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English
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